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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 

7/1 1/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 10, 12, 29, 33, 34, and 45-54 on 
pages 7-10 of the 7/1 1/2006 Remarks have been considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1,10,12, 29, 34, and 46, 47, 49, 50, 52, 53 and 54 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Van Ee et al. (US 2005/0149870 A1) in view 
of Kinsella (US 6,914,517 B2). 

Regarding claims 1,12, and 29 Van Ee teaches a system for user recognition 
and customized content provisioning, the system comprising: 

a remote control device (par. 37, line 8) having a plurality of control keys, 
the remote control device including a fingerprint sensor (par. 40, lines 3-6,9,1 1; par. 87, 
lines 1-9); and 

an apparatus capable of presenting customized content (presentation 
objects) to the user controllable by activation of the plurality of control keys (par. 32 & 
par. 34, lines 1, 4-5,15, 18 - in which customized [i.e., visual/audio information 
presented on screen/speakers is based on the user's input information] content [e.g., 
EPG information, TV channel programming, web pages, menus, GUIs, etc] is presented 
by the display/presentation equipment controllable by the remote control device's keys, 
e.g., volume/channel/program/content control selections; par. 46, lines 1-11; par. 61, 
lines 1-4; par. 62, lines 1-6; par. 87, lines 6-9), the customized content selected 
dependent upon the fingerprint data (fingerprint scanner/user recognition and 
authentication data) of the user's finger (col. 32, lines 4-6; par. 40, lines 6,10-12; par. 
53, lines 4-9,13,16-18; par. 69, lines 1-3,5-7,11-12; par. 73, lines 42-47; par. 76, lines 
25-29 - in which customized content/presentation objects which comprise GUIs, 
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programming, menu's, etc, are presented to the user based on recognition/authorization 
data obtained from the remote control devices fingerprint scanner). 

However Van Ee fails to specifically disclose the finger print sensor embedded in 
one of the control keys, whereby activation of the one of the control keys reads 
fingerprint data of a user's finger. 

In an analogous art, Kinsella teaches in set-top box or computer-controlled 
systems (col. 22, lines 14-15) it is desirable to provide a finger print sensor 529A - fig. 6 
embedded in one of the control keys 522b (col. 13, line 66-col. 14, line 1; col. 14, lines 
6-7; col. 17, lines 16-23; col. 21, lines 40-42), whereby activation of the one of the 
control keys reads fingerprint data of a user's finger (col. 14, lines 2-7; col. 17, lines 18- 
28; col. 19, lines 63-65) for the purpose of authenticating user interactivity, detecting 
unauthorized user access and enabling access to system features based on the user's 
identification (col. 19, lines 17-24; col. 20, lines 15-34). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Van Ee to include the finger print 
sensor embedded in one of the control keys, whereby activation of the one of the 
control keys reads fingerprint data of a user's finger as taught by Kinsella for the added 
advantage of increasing user comfort by enabling the user's fingers to rest naturally on 
the buttons while the fingerprint is sensed (Kinsella - col. 14, lines 3-7). 

Regarding claim 10, Van Ee teaches an apparatus (fig. 1,2) for content 
provisioning comprising: 
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Means for acquiring data related to a user (user usage history data) without 
active user input or participation (par. 63, lines 1-4; par. 66; par. 69; in which passive 
user usage/tracking data is acquired by the system without explicit or instant input, e.g., 
when acquiring data on times the user does not use the system), the means for 
acquiring data including a remote control device (par. 37, line 8) having a plurality of 
control keys and a fingerprint sensor (par. 40, lines 3-6,9,11; par. 87, lines 1-9); and 

means for presenting customized content (presentation objects) to the user 
controllable by activation of the plurality of control keys (par. 32 & par. 34, lines 1, 4- 
5,15, 18 - in which customized [i.e., visual/audio information presented on 
screen/speakers is based on the user's input information] content [e.g., EPG 
information, TV channel programming, web pages, menus, GUIs, etc] is presented by 
the display/presentation equipment controllable by the remote control device's keys, 
e.g., volume/channel/program/content control selections; par. 46, lines 1-11; par. 61, 
lines 1-4; par. 62, lines 1-6; par. 87, lines 6-9), the customized content selected 
dependent upon the fingerprint data (fingerprint scanner/user recognition and 
authentication data) of the user's finger (col. 32, lines 4-6; par. 40, lines 6,10-12; par. 
53, lines 4-9,13,16-18; par. 69, lines 1-3,5-7,11-12; par. 73, lines 42-47; par. 76, lines 
25-29 - in which customized content/presentation objects which comprise GUIs, 
programming, menu's, etc, are presented to the user based on recognition/authorization 
data obtained from the remote control devices fingerprint scanner). 
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However Van Ee fails to specifically disclose the finger print sensor embedded in 
one of the control keys, whereby activation of the one of the control keys reads 
fingerprint data of a user's finger. 

In an analogous art, Kinsella teaches in set-top box or computer-controlled 
systems (col. 22, lines 14-15) it is desirable to provide a finger print sensor 529A - fig. 6 
embedded in one of the control keys 522b (col. 13, line 66-col. 14, line 1; col. 14, lines 
6-7; col. 17, lines 16-23; col. 21, lines 40-42), whereby activation of the one of the 
control keys reads fingerprint data of a user's finger (col. 14, lines 2-7; col. 17, lines 18- 
28; col. 19, lines 63-65) for the purpose of authenticating user interactivity, detecting 
unauthorized user access and enabling access to system features based on the user's 
identification (col. 19, lines 17-24; col. 20, lines 15-34). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Van Ee to include the finger print 
sensor embedded in one of the control keys, whereby activation of the one of the 
control keys reads fingerprint data of a user's finger as taught by Kinsella for the added 
advantage of increasing user comfort by enabling the user's fingers to rest naturally on 
the buttons while the fingerprint is sensed (Kinsella - col. 14, lines 3-7). 

Regarding claims 34, 46, 49, and 52, Van Ee in view of Kinsella teach the control 
keys include an activation key operable to activate the remote control device (Van Ee - 
par. 76, lines 24-28; par. 95, lines 1-6; Kinsella - col. 21, lines 50-54; in which pressing 
one of the plurality of keys activates, i.e., triggers, the remote control to turn on the TV, 
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select the channel, set the volume, etc., e.g., volume key, on/off, key, channel up key, 
etc.), and 

the fingerprint sensor 529A (Kinsella fig. 6) is embedded in the activation key 
(Kinsella - col. 13, line 66-col. 14, line 1; col. 14, lines 6-7; col. 17, lines 16-23; col. 21, 
lines 40-42). 

Regarding claims 47, 50, 53, and 54, Van Ee in view of Kinsella teach the remote 
control device deactivates if no control key is activated for a predetermined time period 
(Van Ee - par. 49, lines 5-9,19-23; par. 59; par. 67, lines 5-6,10-18; Kinsella - col. 21, 
lines 50-54). 

5. Claims 33, 45, 48, and 51 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Van Ee et al. (US 2005/0149870 A1) in view of Kinsella (US 6,914,517 B2) as 
applied to claims 1, 10, 12, and 29 above, and further in view of Darbee (US 6,130,726). 

Regarding claims 33, 45, 48, and 51 , Van Ee in view of Kinsella teach the control 
device includes a thumb actuated configuration (track ball pointing device) (col. 16, lines 
50,56-57); and 

the fingerprint sensor is integrated within a middle portion of the thumb operated 
configuration (Kinsella - col. 22, lines 1-7; Van Ee - par. 95, lines 4-7). 

However, Van Ee in view of Kinsella fail to teach control keys disposed in a cross 
configuration. 
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In an analogous art, Darbee teaches it is desirable to provide control keys in a 
cross configuration for making discrete navigation movements (col. 6, lines 58-61 ; col. 
13, lines 32-50). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Van Ee in view of Kinsella to include 
control keys disposed in a cross configuration for the added advantage of increasing 
user comfort and decreasing user frustration by providing a directional/pointing device 
that is not dependent on a level or stable service such as surface mounted pointing 
devices (i.e., the remote is hand-held) and is enabled to make discreet/precise 
movements in a given direction for more easily selecting menu items, lists, etc (Darbee 
-col. 13, lines 32-44). 



Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clyde H. Jones III whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5946. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



CJ 




